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USF Formula for Life continues making inroads in 
Haiti 

  

                     

Father André Sylvestre, orphanage director, visits the site of the new building funded by 
the student-led Formula for Life group at the University of Saint Francis. 

June 3, 2014 FORT WAYNE, Ind.—University of Saint Francis Formula for 
Life students and their faculty adviser continued to make inroads in their 
service to Haiti by connecting with local officials and medical providers 
during a May visit. 
  
Since its founding in 2007 by a USF student who encountered a starving 
Haitian infant during a mission trip, the student-led group has supported Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Orphanage with funding for food, clean water and 
most recently, a new building. Through its 5K walk/run and silent auction, in 
addition to community-wide fundraising, Formula for Life has raised nearly 
$90,000 for the construction of the new orphanage, now being built. The 



group delivered funds raised to drill a second well during the May visit, 
helped make concrete blocks for the building and continued to network 
through local officials and resources. 
  
Formula for Life faculty adviser Dr. Amy Obringer and students Megan 
Kelley and Rachel Bornhorst flew directly to northern Haiti to work on 
relationship development, while a first-time student group toured the country 
and orphanage. 
  
Obringer’s group met with Archbishop Louis Kebreau and received his 
support on the orphanage construction before dining with U.S. pediatrician 
Dr. Pat Wolfe, the founder of Med and Food for Kids, which produces 
medical peanut butter formulas for undernourished children. The formula 
has brought children back from near death due to starvation. Wolfe operates 
a modern factory in rural Haiti and employs 50 Haitians. 
  
They also visited a rural clinic, its physicians and nurses and toured the 
area’s largest hospital, Hospital Sacre Coeur, a Catholic-operated facility 
where patients are still being seen in tents since the 2010 earthquake. 
  
Obringer’s group received a report of good health for the orphanage’s 
children from its physician and met with the administration, faculty and 
students of Notre Dame School of Nursing in Haiti, discussing USF nursing 
students training with them during future visits. 
  
Both groups made concrete blocks at the orphanage construction site. The 4 
½ foot foundation has been poured for the spacious building, and four layers 
of concrete block have been set for the walls, which await approval and 
window placement by the engineers. The group also witnessed the drilling of 
the second well. 
  
Nursing major Ben Simmons made the Haiti trip, calling it eye-opening, 
“from the moment we stepped off the plane until the moment we stepped 
back on the plane.” 
  
The trip changed his perspective on quality of life. “Here in the States, we 
think we need an iPhone, expensive clothes, cars and so forth to be happy. 
We take for granted our running water, electricity all throughout the night, 
washers and driers,” he said. 
  



“In Haiti, impoverished as they are, some wonderful people struggle to make 
it work. We had an opportunity to meet with a host family, see their house, 
ask them questions and become their friends. They lived in a house perhaps 
a bit larger than my bedroom! It’s wild to think a family of four lived in such 
a small area. They cook using pre-burned wood called charcoal, which 
retains the heat better and cooks longer. Seeing this put me in disbelief—I 
can barely cook with the instruments I have at home and this family survives 
on a pot literally sitting in a fire. Adapt and overcome.” 

	  
 
A child at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Orphanage in northern Haiti proudly sports a 
University of Saint Francis Formula for Life t-shirt during the student group’s May visit 
to Haiti. 

The University of Saint Francis, founded in 1890 as a comprehensive university 
in the Catholic Franciscan tradition, offers more than 80 undergraduate and 
graduate programs through the School of Health Sciences, School of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences, Keith Busse School of Business and Entrepreneurial 
Leadership and School of Creative Arts. In addition to its traditional programs, 
the university designs focused curriculum for working adults in Fort Wayne, 
Crown Point on online. More than 2,400 students from a broad geographic 
region attend USF for its academic excellence.	  
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